EDITORIAL                               No. 115        November & December 2014
Politics!!  Whether it’s resignations, defections, Party conferences, by-elections, referenda, they are constantly in the news. In six months’ time, there’ll be even more, with a General Election, Local elections for District and possibly Parish Councillors. In between, there’s an opportunity for us to have our own referendum. Two Mid Devon District Councillors are seeking to change the way our District Council is run. You can read the details on pages 24/25 and if you feel so inclined, add your name to the petition forms in the Willand Pharmacy and Willand Service Station.
It’s never too late to walk away from a bad deal.
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

Thanks to the cooperation of parents and carers and also with great assistance from local retailers and the Police, I am pleased to say that over the last few years, reports of anti-social behaviour regarding Halloween (31st October) and Bonfire Night (5th November) still  remain relatively low.

There does, however, continue to be incidents involving the throwing of eggs and flour and problems concerning loud fireworks and the misuse of them which cause alarm and distress to certain members of the community.  Some older and also other vulnerable people do get very frightened of this type of behaviour and again it cannot be emphasised too strongly how much fear even one or two incidents can cause. Most of you will have elderly parents and I feel sure that you would not want them to be alarmed by such irresponsible behaviour. I again ask if you would continue to advise your children that this type of activity is anti-social if the intention is to cause alarm to people. 

I would request that you are sure of your children’s whereabouts and to advise them not to take part in anti-social behaviour, such as igniting loud fireworks or throwing eggs and flour. This can cause a great deal of distress to other people and animals as well as damage to property.

Police patrols will again be increased in the run up to late October/early November but I hope that if we all work together, reports of anti-social behaviour made to the 
Police will continue to show no increase.   Yours sincerely
                                                                        PS 1193 David MACFADDEN

The older you get, the more you connect with your parents’ generation.

TOUGH CHOICES

Devon County Council have sent numerous communications relating to ‘choices’ which have to be made in respect of cutting the funding for various  services.  There are far too many to list here, but you can pass a considerable amount of time by looking through the www.toughchoices.co.uk website and they would value your comments on the effect these cuts may have on your community, and they request this is provided through this website before the 5th  December 2014.
There’s another communication from them regarding additional charges for waste disposal – https://new.devon.gov.uk/wastebudget is the source for you to find the details of these and make comments or in writing to Waste Management (Tough Choices), Devon County Council, County Hall, Exeter, EX2 4QD. The closing date for comments is 19th November 2014.
Yet another, entitled  ‘UNCLASSIFIED: Devon County Council (Various Roads, Willand and Halberton) (30mph and 40mph Speed Limit) Order’ and publicised in the Mid Devon Gazette on October 14th is apparently to bring their internal paperwork up-to-date.  Quite how that affects motorists who  have been prosecuted for traffic offences on these roads remains to be seen.
And another – quote  “I have pleasure in notifying you of our North Devon Link Road strategy consultation document (http://www.devon.gov.uk/gateway-to-north-devon.pdf).  With a significant number of houses and jobs planned along the A361/A39 corridor, the strategy is the first step in the process to develop a plan of infrastructure improvements that will help the route continue to function as a safe and convenient ‘Gateway to North Devon’ for commuter, leisure and freight traffic.  We are seeking responses to the consultation document by 30th November 2014.  Responses to the strategy should be emailed to transportplanning@devon.gov.uk or sent in writing to Rory Millar, Lucombe House, County Hall, Topsham Road, Exeter EX2 4QD.  If you wish to receive the consultation document in another format, please contact Natasha Cole on 01392 382805 or write to the above mentioned address”.
(Ed’s note – and related to new houses, you might like to find the time to look up www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-10910048 for information on the ‘New Homes Bonus’. It explains the ‘incentive’, by Central Government, to provide local authorities with an annual sum, equal to the Band D Council tax, for each new house built). 

Small print is inconspicuous in the hope no one will read it.
WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
After a wonderful summer holiday, the new school year has begun. This year we have been joined by a new teacher. Mrs James is teaching year 2J and is delighted to be here. She has already experienced leading a singing assembly and had a wonderful time while doing this. Mrs James is a lovely teacher and a pleasure to have in school. We are also thrilled to announce that Miss Ruffle has returned after having twins. She now works on Thursdays and Fridays which also gives her time to be with her children. Miss Ruffle is also running school council which is a delight to do. All of our teachers are settled in with their new classes and are excited to be teaching the new curriculum.
This year a new curriculum is being taught in Willand Primary School as well as the rest of the country. We are learning new things from Roman numerals in maths, to the Vikings and Egyptians in history. Everyone is loving learning about all these new thrilling things and they are enjoying being the first people to experience all this knowledge from the new curriculum. 
Last year, Willand School invested in a new extension, which has finally been completed. This new extension includes a brand new reception area and a new key stage 2 library. The School have bought comfy sofas, luxurious beanbags and deluxe stools, which match the sofas. The library has plenty more books for children to read. It is an intriguing place for children to read a new range of books and hopefully there will be a lot more bookworms at Willand School.
World Peace Day was celebrated on 21st September. This year 5W performed their class assembly. Every child in the school wrote a message of peace on a butterfly to go onto the World Peace Day display. The children who read out their peace poems have written their poems on big butterflies for the display.
The new school councillors have been selected for this year. Their role is to make sure that pupils’ points of view are heard. All years from reception to year six have got two school councillors: one boy and one girl. In our school, the children are learning about children in other countries in need of vital products to survive in the conditions that they are in. They are in danger and are in a very difficult position. The School Council is also in charge of choosing charities to support for the year. We are hoping that we can help them survive by raising money on special occasions or at any time. As long as we care and think about them, we may be able to help in some way.
On the 14th of October, Willand Primary School entered the Blundell’s Tag Rugby tournament. Willand were hoping to defend the cup and plate which they won last year!     Mr. Snow took two teams over to Blundell’s. There was a year six team and a year five team. The year-six team were knocked out of the semi-finals by the Duchy, however the year-five team won the plate again!                                    

                                    Written by Scarlett, Jessica, Melanie and George

Children are like cakes.  The more ingredients you put in, 
the better they turn out to be. 
ST MARY’S CHURCH
WILLAND REMEMBERS…the Village Remembrance Service has been increasingly well attended in recent years. This year marks the 100th Anniversary of the outbreak of World War 1. Please join us for the Remembrance of all those who have given their lives in the service of their country at 10.55 on Sunday 9th November.

Other activities you may wish to attend in November/December:

Family Firework Party, Monday 3rd November 5.30pm in the Church Hall

Coffee & Chat, Friday’s 14th November & 13th December between 10.30 and 12 noon

Messy Church, Friday’s 21st November & 19th December 3.30 to 6pm

Village Carol Service in the Village Hall, Sunday 7th December at 6.30pm

Carol Service in Church, Sunday 21st December at 6.30pm

Christmas Eve 4.00pm Crib & Christingle Service—all village families welcome

Christmas Eve Communion 11.30pm Wednesday 24th December

Christmas Day Family Service 10.15am - everyone welcome.

If you need our help in any way, please contact the Church Wardens, Peter Thornton  33062, Andrew Metherell  821942.

WAVE
Over the last few months, WAVE (Willand Action on Village Expansion) has been actively fighting against the proposed developments in the local plan review.   As you probably know, the consultation proposed options for up to 350 houses to be tagged onto Willand (approx 25% increase to the size of the village); an option for 3000 homes to be built just north of Willand; and a commercial/leisure centre around J27.   Since we formed the group last May, we have had a number of articles & headlines printed in the local press highlighting our opposition to the plans;  we were the headline feature on Radio Devon’s breakfast programme with live reports from the village; submitted additional objections to MDDC;  liaised with other nearby actions groups such as the Friends of Uffculme; written to councillors, our MP and conservation groups; and we have gathered a huge petition from across Willand.   I’d like to thank all the volunteers and campaigners who have given up so much time to achieve everything we have done to date.  

 

The petition collected an incredible 1082 signatures – thank you so much to everyone who signed.  This was presented to MDDC via Richard Chesterton, one of our district councillors who also has the planning portfolio on MDDC.   Although we spent many, many hours going door-to-door, with petition sheets, along with an online petition, we are aware we couldn’t reach everyone in the timeframe we had across the village.  If we didn’t manage to get to you and you had wanted to sign, then we are sorry we missed you, but we would truly value your contribution to the next stage of the consultation process.
 

Over the last few months, it has been amazing to see the strength of passion and support people have across the village for Willand.   Feelings run deep that we don’t want to see Willand morph into a town through yet further incremental development, and enough is enough.  Willand is already over developed with insufficient amenities, and the feedback we have received from the vast majority of villagers we have met is that we simply do not want Willand developed any further.

 

You may have read in the local press that MDDC have now decided that their preferred location for the large new settlement is to the east of Cullompton (J28) rather than to the north of Willand.  Although this is very welcome news for us, we need to continue to be cautious as the final local plan will be subject to further consultation and review by an Inspector – interested parties including developers have the right to appeal.   At the time of writing this article, MDDC have not made any decision around the allocation of land for further sites such as the potential 350 houses that could be tagged onto Willand at various sites, and neither have they come to a decision regarding the commercial development at J27, which would have huge impacts on Willand.

 

Also, as every house in the village has been made aware, Devonshire Homes have proposed  a further new development of 80-100 homes sited on the Mid Devon Business Park.  This is additional to the options proposed in the original local plan consultation.

 

Once the next iteration of the local plan is published, there will be a further public consultation period. If Willand is to avoid further unwanted development, we need as many people as possible “to do their bit” for Willand, and submit their views to MDDC.  The petition has shown that many people do care, and oppose these developments.  When the time comes, please don’t leave it to others, and let’s make sure MDDC and the planning inspector know our views en masse.   (Even if Willand comes out lightly in the next version, it is still absolutely vital to submit our views, as Sites can be brought back into the plan upon appeal by developers or other parties).

 

Finally, we would like to say a very big thank you to Willand Parish Council. Having met with our village councillors several times and observed committee meetings, we have been able to see close up the workings of WPC, and the amount of time and commitment they give.  Members of WPC are unsung heroes of our village who through real passion and dedication fight for the interests of our village.   However, please don’t leave the fight against the development proposals to just WPC or WAVE – if we all act together, our voice will be heard.  Our website is www.willandwave.org.uk
                                       Best Wishes,   Jeremy Riches, on behalf of WAVE
 
FROM OUR COMMUNITY POLICE
We have recently received a complaint regarding articulated lorries breaching the weight restriction through the village. The weight restriction covers from Four Cross Ways roundabout B3181 southbound to Cullompton and in Cullompton, going north from the roundabout (Station Road/Millennium Way). It also covers from the traffic lights at the top of Station Road, traffic turning right for Willand (Higher St/Willand Road).  For further details please refer to the Traffic Order available through Devon County Council.
 
Cullompton Neighbourhood Police have set up a problem solving plan (EN/149183/14) which is an electronic document (where we will hold all information on this possible problem). The first thing we now need to do is carry out some Traffic surveys to identify how big the problem is. Once a number have been done on different days and times, we will publish this information.  Depending on the results of the surveys, we will then decide if extra enforcement needs to take place, if so we will look at conducting a multi- agency traffic operation.
 
Any sightings witnessed will be dealt with by the Cullompton Neighbourhood team. The information you should provide is Date, Time, exact Location, Direction of Travel and Vehicle Registration and Description.
 
If you wish to discuss this or any other policing issues in Willand, then please email me direct at cullompton@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk or via Telephone on 101 (Non-Emergency).            PCSO 30384 Jonathan Sims
 
 WILLAND VILLAGE HALL
Our hall floor has recently been refurbished, so please take care of it by not dragging tables, chairs or other objects across it. The mat installed in the side entrance will help remove some of the dirt coming in on shoes. We have also had the floor in the committee room covered with Polyflor, which will be easier to maintain and we are having replacement skylights in the annexe.

The next bingo, which helps pay for all these repairs, is on Tuesday, 11th November, and our special Christmas Meat Bingo will be on Tuesday, 9th December. Please come along and support them. 

WiTS members have been busy making new black curtains for the stage and will also be painting the walls around the stage ready for the Murder Mystery on 22nd November. The trustees would like to thank them very much for their hard work.

We are continuing to experience a high level of bookings, so please make sure you book early if you wish to hire the hall. Details of dates already booked are on the online calendar at www.willandmatters.org.uk, but please contact Frances or me if you do not have online access and we will do our best to help. 

Bookings: Frances Wilcox - email franceswilcox@hotmail.com , or write to 35 Fir Close, or ‘phone 07748 557107; Treasurer: Carol Allan – 33828; email cbarwa@mail.com or write to 4 Orchard Way, Willand.          Carol Allan
THE FUTURE DIRECTION OF THE LIBRARY SERVICE

We have been consulting Devon’s communities about the future of Devon’s library service. There was an unprecedented response to the consultation with over 5,500 responses to the consultation questionnaire, over 2,000 people attending library drop in sessions, a further 950 people attending public meetings and 74,000 views of our Tough Choices website.
We have spent the summer analysing responses to the consultation. As a result of the extensive feedback from Devon’s communities, a proposed direction of travel for Devon’s libraries has been developed.
Devon County Councillors have now agreed plans aimed at keeping all the Council’s libraries open and run by professional staff, despite significant reductions in the service’s budget.  The plans, published last week, have been cautiously welcomed by those the Council has spoken to and by all political parties, but the Council acknowledges a lot of work has to be done to gain a better understanding of how the changes can be implemented.      D.C.C.

CAMEO

It was all change at our A.G.M. in October. Linda, our Chairman for the last three years has stepped down. Linda brought many new and innovative ideas to our Group, she was thanked for all her hard work and she will be replaced by Sonia Chapman.  Linda will now take over as Secretary, as Julia is having a well-earned rest after eight years of excellent work. 
We have had a very successful year and have a healthy bank balance. We have had some brilliant Speakers and the sub-groups are doing well. The Walking Group go out twice a month, sometimes locally and sometimes further afield. The Craft Group are always busy and at the moment, concentrating on making items for our Christmas Sale.  The Singles Group are flourishing - they have been on holiday to France and enjoyed picnics and parties as well as their monthly meeting. We have had some lovely meals out, skittles evenings and outings, all thanks to Sylvia who has been arranging them for us for the last eight years and Margaret Turner is now taking over.  Sylvia has worked so hard and will be a hard act to follow. 
We are busy arranging our Christmas Sale, which will be at the Village Hall on 1st November in aid of "Riding for the Disabled" and we are hoping for the usual good support from the Village.  We are having some different stalls this year, which we hope will be successful and raise a lot of money for our charity.

We had a lovely meal at the Exeter Inn and a superb day in Dunster in beautiful Autumn sunshine. We went around the Castle and gardens and then had a look around the Village. As our  September Speaker, historian Tony Burgess, had told us about it, we spent a lot of time in the Yarn Market building gazing up into  the rafters looking for a Civil War cannon ball which was supposed to be still lodged up there but all this resulted in were cricked necks and no cannon ball. Members of the Walking Group took this opportunity to explore the area around Dunster. 
A Skittles evening had been held at the Merriemead Hotel in Sampford Peverell and the Walking Group had a short walk around Tiverton canal, ending up with tea at the Canal Basin café.  The Speaker at our November meeting will be Stuart Lenton talking about the Panama Canal and we are off to Petroc's College in December for a Christmas lunch, followed the next day by our December meeting, which will be a party in the Village Hall, with members contributing food  and ending with entertainment. 
There will not be a meeting in January as this is New Year's Day. The Singles New Year Lunch will be at The Halfway House on Sunday 18th January. If you fancy coming along to one of our meetings, you will find us on the first Thursday of every month (unless otherwise stated) in the Village Hall at 7.15. where you will be assured of a warm welcome.   Betty Penberthy. 

A boring speaker is like a song without a tune.
SAMPFORD PEVERELL HISTORIC VEHICLES

Sampford Peverell Historic Vehicles would like to thank everybody who came to our show at Uplowman Village Hall on 17th August.  We had an amazing variety of vehicles and craft stalls with something to suit everybody.  Due to the generosity of those who attended, we managed to raise £1050, after expenses, which has been donated to our chosen charity, Devon Freewheelers Emergency Voluntary Services (www.devonfreewheelers.org.uk). The date for next year’s event is August 16th.                       Lindy Astbury - Secretary
RUNNING CLUB

A new running club has been set up in Willand. It is affiliated to UK Athletics. The beginners and improvers session on Monday evenings is led by Sarah Marshall and meets at the Village Hall at 8pm. This includes warm up exercises, different running session and routes and injury prevention exercises..

The intermediate group is led by James Marshall and meets at the Village Hall at 7.30pm on Wednesday nights. The aim of the intermediate group is to improve everyone’s 5km run time. This includes technical drills, various interval sets and strengthening exercises. Everyone is welcome to both sessions. Please contact James on 07976 306 494 for more details.
CHRISTMAS STREET LIGHTING

As the children return to school for the autumn term and teachers consider this year’s Nativity play, Willand Parish Council’s thoughts are already turning to the Christmas lights.  The Parish Council has been instrumental in organising and financing the Christmas lights, which are located from the roundabout and along Silver Street, for a numbers of years.   The lights have proved extremely popular amongst those living in the village, especially the children. Each light, however, costs approximately £300 per year and Willand Parish Council is seeking contributions to help offset the costs incurred by the Christmas lights. Any business or organisation that is able to sponsor a light for a year will be publicised by the Parish Council, which may also include a mention in the parish magazine and on the Willand Parish Council web site. Of course, smaller contributions will be very welcomed.

 

If you would like to make a donation, please send a cheque made payable to Willand Parish Council, to Willand Parish Council Clerk, 11 Lower Town, Sampford  Peverell, Tiverton, Devon, EX16 7BJ.

 
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

We didn’t quite know what to expect from a talk on Aroids in September, but were pleasantly surprised to learn about the wide variety of plants in this family, which includes the familiar arum and calla lilies, as well as some very weird, more unusual plants.

Our coffee morning on 13th September went well, with several new faces turning up to support us. On the 8th October, we will be hearing about the history of The Old Well and on 12th November we have a talk on decorating Killerton for Christmas. Visitors are welcome to attend any of our meetings for just 50p.  We have our annual club meal in November, followed by our AGM in December. We then take a break until the second Wednesday in March. For more details about the Garden Club, please do not hesitate to contact me on 01884 33828 or email me on cbarwa@mail.com.                    Carol Allan
JEAN BARBARA GOLLOP (nee Spearing)

Jean died on 23rd September of this year, after a very short illness. She was the eldest of three daughters born to Leslie and Alice Spearing, well known for the garage & coach business which bears their name. 

They lived at 11 Park Street, which consisted of newly-built houses at that time. She started at Willand School in 1933, went on to Tiverton Grammar School and after that was employed as a secretary to W.H. Ayres, a large furniture business in the town. She was supplied with a powerful pick-up truck, often seen driving at high speed around the Devon countryside! 

Jean was a Sunday-School teacher at St Mary’s and also found time to be Brown Owl. Her younger sisters were enthralled by the tales she brought back from the American Air Force base nearby, although she was frustrated by her father’s 10.00pm curfew! Later focus for dances was the former Cullompton Hotel, where she met her future husband Jack Gollop, who was a renowned sportsman in East Devon.

The pair married a year later and went on to be the parents of three lovely daughters, Alison, Carolyn and Rosalind.  She remained close to her sisters and brother John, particularly by playing Bridge. Jean supported her husband as he rose to executive status with Somerset County Council.

After living in Taunton, they retired to Uffculme, where Jean was very active in many facets of village life, particularly gardening, where she was secretary of the local Garden Club.

Her good humour and quick wit endeared her to many, which was reflected by a full church on the occasion of her funeral at St Mary’s in Uffculme. She will be sorely missed by her family and the local community she so enjoyed.

(Eds note – Jean wrote a series of articles about her Park Street Years for the Mag., starting in Nov/Dec.2005, which can be accessed on the website.) 
LETTER TO THE ED.

“It was an absolute joy to return to St Mary’s on Sunday 7th September to take the United service. Willand occupies a very special place in our hearts and it was lovely to see so many familiar faces. To be greeted so warmly by Sue from the Post Office and to spend time chatting with the congregation over a wonderful BBQ lunch in the Church Hall after the service made the day so very special. It was also a treat to be invited to visit someone at home who would have loved to be at the service but was unwell; taking Holy Communion to him and his wife between the service and the BBQ was a real privilege and a reminder of what a very unique and loving community exists in Willand.” 
                                                                           Love and prayers,  Anna x

WILLAND THEATRICAL SOCIETY

PRESENTS

“Re-UNI-on”

A MURDER MYSTERY EVENING

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 22ND 2014

AT WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

AT 7.00pm. TICKETS £10.00

        TO INCLUDE 3 COURSE SUPPER

             MUST BE BOOKED BY NOVEMBER 15th
BY PHONING 01884 235826 OR 01884 32307

OLD SCHOOL TIES MAY BE WORN!

Raffle

Please bring your own drinks!

           When the curtain is up all the time, it’s called ‘real life.’

THE AMNESTY SHOW

SATURDAY 15TH NOVEMBER
7.30 – 10.30pm (doors open 7.00pm)

WILLAND CHURCH HALL
An evening of MUSIC, POETRY and FUN

with a Café atmosphere.

Special Star Guests to include top jazz/swing duo

Charlie Hearnshaw and Maxine Green
and Irish poet Frances Corkey Thompson
    PLUS a wealth of LOCAL TALENT (including Low Key)

Tickets £8, to include Cheese Ploughmans

Licensed bar available

Tickets from Bluebell Restaurant, Willand or

telephone 01884 839282

In aid of Amnesty International
       (Mid Devon Branch http://www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/mid-devon
Reading in silence is an insult to poetry

‘ONE-OFF’ EVENTS IN WILLAND

NOVEMBER

Saturday          1st      Cameo Christmas Fair                      W.V.H.  10.00am

FRIDAY   7TH   CUT OFF FOR INPUT TO THE JANUARY MAG

Saturday        8th       Devon & Cornwall Welsh 

                                 Corgi Club Dog Show                    W.V.H. 10.00am

Saturday       15th       Club 55 Coffee Morning               W.V.H. 10.00am

     “              15th       The Amnesty Show               Church Hall    7.00pm    

Tuesday       18th       Willand Rovers Meat Bingo         W.V.H.    7.30pm

Saturday      22nd       Blue Cross Christmas Fair            W.V.H.  10.00am    

      “             22nd      WiTS Murder Mystery                  W.V.H.   7.00pm

Tuesday       25th       Willand Rovers Turkey Bingo      W.V.H.   7.30pm

Saturday      29th       Methodists Christmas Fair             W.V.H. 10.00am

      “             29th       History Group Exhibition             W.V.H.  10.00am

Sunday         30th        Tiny Tots Car Boot Sale              W.V.H. 11.00am

DECEMBER

Tuesday         2nd    Tennis Club Christmas Bingo          W.V.H.   7.30pm

Friday            5th     Blood Donor Sessions                      W.V.H.10.00am

Sunday           7th     Village Carol Service                      W.V.H.   6.30pm

Tuesday         9th     W.V.H. Christmas Bingo                 W.V.H.  7.30pm

Friday           12th    Ballet Performance                           W.V.H.  7.30pm

Saturday       13th        “            “                                       W.V.H.  2.30pm

Tuesday        16th    Willand Rovers Turkey Bingo          W.V.H. 7.30pm

ALLOTMENTS
We may have some plots available at the end of September.  It is our intention that any large plots that become free be split up.  This would allow plot holder's to more easily manage them. Priority will be given to Willand residents but we would like to compile a list of interested people. Please contact me by phone on 32440 or email sylviastatham@hotmail.co.uk
We have had a good year with the allotments being open to the public as part of the Willand Gardens NGS ( National Gardens Scheme). It was also good to see some of our members taking part in the Garden Club show and winning trophies with flowers and vegetables.                                                 Sylvia
WILLAND IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 1914
By November 1914 the initial excitement of war had subsided, replaced by recognition that it might last some time. The war was extensively reported in the local press and people in Willand would have been well informed of events, but they would also have been increasingly aware of the human price as growing numbers of casualties were reported. But in many ways, the day to day routines continued and the normal ups and downs of village life went on. At the beginning of December, for example, there was sadness when the ‘well known and highly respected’ carpenter, Henry Chick of Snell House [Howden Lodge], died. A few days later, William Thorne held Tiverton Junction Market’s fourth Christmas Auction (the market was established in 1911); there was a record entry of ‘fat beasts’ and everything sold.  
However, the war did continue to influence life in Willand and not just for the adults. Children were eager to contribute to the war effort and one way was for girls to knit items of clothing, such as balaclavas, socks, mittens or jerseys, to send to servicemen. One Willand girl, Etha Jenkins, knitted a scarf and sent it to HMS New Zealand for one of the sailors. She received a thank you letter from the ship’s captain, Lionel Halsey, who explained that the scarf had been given to a grateful sailor and added: “It is so nice for us, who are doing our best to help to defend our great Empire against our enemies, to think that every assistance to the same end is given by little girls like you, who, by making a scarf to keep a sailor from getting cold when watching by his gun on the sea, is doing her little bit to win a victory for that great Empire on which the sun never sets.” 



Towards the end of 1914, the need for more men for the army continued, but recruitment campaigns were struggling in Devon and farmers were getting the blame – perhaps unfairly – for withholding their workers and particularly their own sons. In repost, the farmers argued that they were being called upon to increase production.  The criticism must have seemed particularly galling to Willand’s farmers, as a number of their sons had already answered the call. Indeed, farmers continued to play their part in other ways. On 11 November, Canadian horses arrived at Tiverton Junction from Avonmouth Dock and 24 were taken in by local farmers, including William Rowe of the Elms. They were paid 25 shillings a week by the War Office to keep the horses fit for military service. Some farmers thought this price was ‘exorbitant’ and said they would have taken in two horses at that price, or even one for nothing; they happily accepted the 25 shillings, nonetheless.  The horses were collected the following January and sent off to the front.  

Away from the parish, young Willand men were facing new challenges in army training camps or were already involved in the war. Some, in the Territorial Army – including Percy Hine, Charles Legge, Arthur Vinnicombe (4th Devons) and John Legge (6th Devons) – found themselves off to India, where they replaced regular units heading for the Western Front. When the 4th Devons arrived at Ferozepur in early-December, “The whole town turned out to welcome them … Colonel Acland, in command, was garlanded with choice flowers, while a large quantity of cigars, cigarettes, cakes, and mineral waters was presented to the regiment. Each soldier was also decorated with flowers; fireworks were sent off; and cheers from thousands of native throats rent the air.” Is this what they expected when Germany invaded Belgium?  
In the meantime, regular soldier Fred Bailey was still in the thick of the action. Writing to friends in Willand, he reported: “I was in Ypres when the Germans started bombarding that town [October 1914]. They started at midnight, and sent over a dozen shells just to let us know the time. One fell in a pond beside the house where I was billeting. Just as I came out another came over my head and fell eighty yards in front of me, killing one and wounding two REs [Royal Engineers] but not of my section. The wounded had hard luck, for just as they were put in the train another shell dropped in the station and wounded them again … We stuck it there a week, but it became too ‘warm,’ and we had to move out. We did not like the shells at first, but it is surprising how soon one gets used to them. Whilst there, we brought down a German aeroplane with rifle fire – two killed and one mortally wounded … Kind regards to all old friends, and best wishes for Christmas.”  

Then, in November, came Willand’s first fatality of the war: Corporal Walter Gollop of the Royal Marines, son of George and Sarah Gollop of Railway Cottages, Tiverton Junction. He had enlisted in 1900 and his father and three brothers had all served or were still serving in the Royal Marines. Walter was married to Alice, who lived in Tiverton with their two children (a boy aged 4½ and a girl aged 2); when war broke out he had been on leave visiting them. He was killed on 1 November 1914 when his ship, HMS Monmouth, was sunk at the battle of Coronel in the Pacific Ocean, off the coast of Chile; 1,600 died when the two light cruisers Good Hope and Monmouth were sunk by a superior German fleet under Admiral von Spee. Walter’s wife received a letter of condolence from the King and Queen: “The King commands me to assure you of the true sympathy of his Majesty and the Queen in your sorrow. – [signed] Winston Churchill.”                   James Morrison, 01884 250057 
FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL… 

This is an exceptionally busy period. Apart from the day to day activities, we are in the middle of the MDDC long-term planning consultation and seeing the impact of the financial cuts in both MDDC and Devon County Council.  These will have an effect on our village and we are working to ensure the village is properly represented and the impact of any cuts can be minimised.  
Parish Councillors
Ian Firkins has decided to stand down as a Parish Councillor.  Over the past 
few years he has provided a strong contribution to the council, particularly in the formative thinking on  the development  of  the Health  and Community 

centre.  We thank Ian for his support.  We now have a number of vacancies on the Council and are looking for those in our village who feel they could represent residents and make a difference during this period of change.  Parish Councillors are volunteers and therefore not paid. We try not to take ourselves too seriously but  are robust in our representations. You will see below some of the areas we are working on and might wish to get involved in working with us.  Please come along to one of our meetings and see how we work.  

 

Community 

Work continues on the development of the Health and Community Centre.  We are currently working with our architects to finalise the plans, which will then be submitted to Mid Devon District Council for planning approval.  We plan to build the centre in two phases – the refurbishment of the existing buildings and creation of a covered courtyard between them.  We are in discussions with a surgery and pharmacy to bring together two essential services with the addition of some limited community activities.  We have received grants to cover the initial purchase and planning work.     Phase 2 will see the addition of a substantial extension, which will allow us to add a full range of services.  Both phases will require significant fundraising and we are about to set up a charity to both seek funding and oversee the building of the centre.  We will continue to seek the views of the village as we move forward.

 

As we are approach Christmas we are preparing to put up the lights in the village.  Last year we had a number of donations to offset the costs and we have already had one donation from a business towards the cost for this year.  The lights are always appreciated by residents and visitors.  If you would like to make a donation, please contact Tracy, our Parish Clerk on 01884 822914

Planning
We continue our involvement with the long range planning process and also provide feedback on planning applications whether large or small.  We also raise our concerns when planning conditions are broken which adversely affect the village.   We occasionally attend the MDDC Planning Committee meeting and recently have brought our concerns about the lack of planning enforcement to that meeting.  A number of significant applications are in the pipeline which will require a great deal of time to respond to.

 

Environment
There are many areas in the village which are at risk from the financial cuts.  These include weed control, grass cutting, hedge management, potholes, etc.  The new mantra appears to be “Community Self Help” which can be translated as “If you want it doing, do it yourself”.  We are working to find a sensible approach to managing the cuts without significantly increasing the Parish precept.

 Finally - at the risk of repeating myself, this is an important time for the village and we need residents from the village to come forward and join us as we seek to make our village a better and safer place to live.   Please consider whether you will become involved and contact Tracy, our Parish Clerk on 01884 822914 for more information.                                        Ray Ursell
NEWS FROM THE FRIENDS OF COLDHARBOUR MILL
SPECIAL EVENTS and ACTIVITIES
Up to 28th November  SHIPPING THE SERGE  - Exhibition in the Fox Gallery, on loan from Tuckers Hall in Exeter.  There are panels which relate to the Culm Valley about the woollen cloth trade                                                                                                                                                          
November 19th: AUTUMN QUIZ  Uffculme Village Hall with quizmaster Peter Walter. Call Kathleen on 01884 840359 to book a table. 7.30pm prompt.
December 13th: CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING in the Old Stables.  Coffee, mince pies and conversation!  Bring and Buy stall, cakes and produce for sale, raffle etc.

January 1st: NEW YEAR STEAM-UP – 10.30-4pm – with 100 year old engines in steam and Victorian spinning and weaving machines in action from 11am.  Displays of Model Railways and Dolls Houses, all the permanent exhibitions, including early textile machinery, the Puttee story and the stunning Millennium Tapestry screen.  

A NEW START FOR THE NEW YEAR!

Are you looking for a New Year’s resolution? Do you want to help shape a new generation of young people?  Then come and have a look at Willand Beavers, Cubs and Scouts on either Monday 1st December or Monday 8th December. We are based at Willand Village Hall on a Monday evening (term time only) and are currently in need of adult volunteers. Beavers and Cubs currently have a waiting list due to popularity. If you are interested in helping or would like some more information please come and have a look. Beavers run from 5.45pm to 6.45pm, Cubs are 7pm to 8.30pm and Scouts are 7.15pm to 9pm.  You never know where it may take you!     Willand Scout Group
WILLAND SCHOOL OPEN AFTERNOON
Do you have a pre-school aged child?  Are you trying to decide which school will give them the best, well-rounded education and greatest opportunities?  We believe we can give your child just that. But don’t take our word for it!  Come and see us in action.  We are holding an Open Afternoon on 25th November from 2.00pm to 3.15pm and would be delighted to welcome you to our school.                                                Anne Hawkins – Head Teacher

SUGGESTIONS TO HELP PETS DURING THE FIREWORK SEASON

The Autumn and winter months bring a time of explosive celebrations which can cause terror for dogs, cats and rabbits and now is the time pet owners could be thinking about taking steps to prepare and protect their pet from the fear of fireworks. There are several things which can be done to make it as stress 
free as possible:

· Most dogs and cats have a favourite place to go and hide, if not you need to create a hideaway where they can feel safe. A room that is quiet and has minimal windows is the most suitable. 

· Installing an Adaptil™ or Feliway ™ diffuser close to the refuge area may encourage them to settle, feel relaxed and confident. This should be done 2 - 4 weeks prior to the expected stress. 

· Provide blankets for him to hide under and burrow. A woolly jumper that has your scent on can be comforting. 

· Close the curtains to block out flashes of light and as much of the sound as possible. 

· Take your dog out for a walk an hour before the expected stress to go to the toilet and feed him an early evening meal to help him feel relaxed.  A meal high in carbohydrates such as pasta or rice is ideal. 

· Play some background music that your dog normally hears (and doesn’t object to!), or leave the television on. 

· Offer chews and treats to your dog in his hiding place. He will then see this hiding place as a good place to go, and he can chew on these to relieve his tension. 

· Ignore the sounds of the fireworks yourself and do not soothe or comfort your dog. It may be difficult to do this but it is the worst thing to do. It gives your dog the impression that there is something to be frightened of and rewards him for being scared. 

· Cats need to be confined to the house and provided with a litter tray. 

· If your pet gets particularly distressed we recommend you talk to your vet about short acting medication. Old-fashioned sedatives have been replaced with modern anti anxiety drugs which help treat the problem, rather than just mask it. 

· Small mammals like rabbits and guinea pigs that live outside should not be forgotten. If possible move them into a shed or outhouse. Covering the front of the hutch with a blanket can help cut out some of the noise and flashes of light. 


If you require any more information about helping your pet, then just call and speak to either a Vet or Veterinary Nurse who will be happy to help.

WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

First of all, a plug for our annual exhibition, Willand Remembers, on 29 November in the Club Room of the Village Hall (10am-12noon; free entry) – the same morning as the Methodist Church Coffee Morning.  Everyone is welcome to come and see our displays on Willand and the First World War. Learn about Willand’s experience of the war on the Home Front and see our research into the Willand men who fought (119 men and counting!) and those who did not return. On display will also be the many First World War letters and postcards sent by Reg Rowe of 1st Royal Devon Yeomanry and Devonshire Regiment (2nd and 8th battalions) – and fragments of  downed Zeppelin he collected in 1916 – kindly loaned by Derek Rowe.  If you have any information or photos about Willand men from the First World War, please come along, as we would love to hear from you.    

As we near Remembrance Sunday, it is also worth remembering that it is the 70th anniversary of the Second World War and 70 years since Allied forces were liberating Western Europe. At least three Willand men were heavily involved in the campaign in Normandy following D-Day (6 June 1944) – all have now sadly passed away: John Spearing, Frank Clarke and Frederick Chamberlain.  John Spearing, who was a talented footballer for Willand Rovers and went on to serve the community in Willand in many ways, was in 79th Armoured Division in France.  Frank Clarke, as a platoon sergeant in the 2nd  Battalion, Gloucestershire Regiment, was one of the first on the beaches on D-Day. He experienced more than his fair share of ‘action’ in the weeks and months afterwards and was eventually commissioned as an officer. Although he survived the war, in December 1944, whilst fighting through Holland, he was badly injured when he stepped on a mine, and one of his legs had to be amputated. The third Willand man, Frederick Chamberlain of 4th battalion, Dorsetshire Regiment, made the ultimate sacrifice on 15 July 1944, during fighting near Caen; he left a widow back in Willand, Betty Chamberlain, who he had married in September 1943.  

Finally, October 2014 saw the loss of a Willand landmark, when The Gables was finally pulled down – for many, the end of an era. Built in 1895/96 as a home for the popular (and at times controversial) Dr Tracey and his family, in 1950/52 it was sold to Devon County Council as a children’s home, a role it fulfilled until the early-2000s – and was also regularly involved in or hosting parish events.  Do you have any photos or memories of The Gables?  If so, why not get in touch or bring them along to the exhibition?

                                       James Morrison,  (jamorrison235@gmail.com)

AND FINALLY
The first paragraph of this Magazine suggested a considerable recent emphasis on Politics. Our red cover denotes this is a month dedicated to Remembrance and we should not forget that were it not for those very people we are remembering, we would probably not be in a position to pass on our opinions. 
